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Abstract

Background and Aim: Science is the result of collective thinking and sharing of findings and the use and cri-
tique in collective spaces. Also, Researchers share scientific findings by using communication platforms. There-
fore, platforms play an important role in development of science. With the creation of communication and in-
formation technologies, scholarly journals have placed considerable position in facilitating the formal scholarly
communication between researchers. Despite the widespread use of researchers from electronic journals, their
role in the scholarly communication process has not yet been studied.

Purpose: The purpose of this study was to investigate the role of electronic journals in improving the process of
scientific communication between faculty members.

Methods: the present study was carried out with a quantitative approach and survey method using survey ques-
tionnaire. Of the total of 350 faculty members of the University of Kurdistan, 181 were selected as samples, and
individuals were selected for the proportion of the college population and departments and completed the ques-
tionnaire. After that, the research questions were analyzed using descriptive and inferential statistics.

Results: Previous models of scientific communication process were investigated and two steps were added to
the four-step process of Harmsze and Thorin. According to The studied sample belief, the environment of elec-
tronic journals have a role in improve of all six stages of the scientific communication process. Demographic
variables had no effect on decision making. The environment of electronic journals plays an important role in
improving the scientific communication process. Therefore, it's better, in design such systems, in addition to the
function of creating a substrate presentation of the article, the role of modifying and changing the behavior of
researchers should also be predicted.

Conclusion: The findings of this research will help improvement and completion of the process of scientific
communication stages and also helps designers of electronic journal systems to design their system functions
aimed at modifying the behavior of researchers. So far, a research that should investigate the faculty members'
opinion about the role of electronic journals in improving their scientific communication, has not been imple-
mented. Also, in this research, the four stages of the scientific communication process has expanded into six
stages.

Keywords: Scholarly Communication, Electronic Journals, Kurdistan University, Scientific Communication
Process.
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