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Abstract

Background and Aim: The last two decades have witnessed efforts to identify ways and tools of showing the
value of science for society known as the social impact of science, the efforts that have been made under various
titles such as social benefits, social quality, social utility, social relevance, and so on. Academic publications,
especially academic articles, are objective representation of scientific activities. One question raised in this regard
is which kind of academic articles can have much more social impact. Bornmann (2014) argues articles that review
previous studies and provide evaluative reports are of greater potential for social impact. Accordingly, the purpose
of this research is to compare the social impact of review articles with the original research articles indexed in the
Web of science in four fields including psychology, pharmacy, biology, and agriculture.

Methods: Current research is an applied one and has applied altmetrics analysis. Research and review articles
were retrieved from Web of Science database, and altmetric score of articles is collected using Bookmarklet tool
of Altemetric.com. The population of this research is composed of review and research articles of abovementioned
fields indexed in the Web of Science in 2015. Using a randomized stratified sampling method, a sample of the

research population has been chosen for more investigation. SPSS software was used to analyze the data.
Results: The findings of this research shows that there is a significant difference between the altmetric score of
review and research articles, in a way that the altmetric score of review articles is higher than research articles.
Both review and research articles have been mentioned in Mendeley more than the other social media, but these
articles have received the least mention from the Wikipedia.

Conclusion: It is concluded that review articles have more social impact than research articles. The fact that
strengthens the position of review articles in the body of scientific publications more than before.

Keywords: Social Impact, Review articles, Research Articles, Altmetrics
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